Mixed Movements
Overview of key figures and trends
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Refugees and migrants involved in mixed movements
across the region continue to face perilous conditions
and numerous protection risks during their journeys.
These dangers include theft, harassment, extortion,
physical assault, and gender-based violence. In the first
half of 2024, 573 people on the move were reported dead
or missing across North America, Central America, the
Caribbean, and South America. Tragically, 253 of these
fatalities were primarily due to drowning along maritime
routes in the Caribbean, highlighting the persistent and
severe dangers these individuals face. Additionally, 40
deaths were attributed to violence.

From January to May 2024, the number of individuals
arriving in the Darien Gap saw only a 2% increase compared
to the same period in 2023. Migration authorities recorded
170,014 arrivals during thefirst five months of 2024, with the
majority—65%—originating from the Bolivarian Republic of
Venezuela (hereafter Venezuela). Other significant groups
included nationals from Ecuador (7%), Colombia (6%), and
China (6%). Notably, the number of Haitians crossing the
Darien continued to decline, with a 13% decrease compared
to the same period last year, as they sought alternative
routes. The demographic composition of extracontinental
arrivals continues to evolve, with Chinese and Indian
nationals remaining the most prominent, consistent with
trends from the same period in 2023.



Mixed Movements Overview of key figures and trends

In Costa Rica, more than 200,000 individuals traveled by bus from the Temporary Migratory
Reception Stations in Panama during the first half of 2024, according to the Ministry of Governance
and Police. These individuals typically arrived at the Temporary Migrant Attention Center (CATEM)
on the border between Panama and Costa Rica before continuing by bus to the Nicaraguan border.
During this period, Costa Rica received 11,613 new asylum applications, primarily from nationals of
Nicaragua (77%), followed by Cuba (9%) and Venezuela (7%).

Honduras experienced a significant increase in irregular migration, with 248,035 people entering the
country during the first half of 2024—an 83% increase compared to the same period in 2023. The
predominant nationalities were Venezuelans (47%), Cubans (17%), Ecuadorians (6%), and Haitians
(6%). Notably, there has been a shift in the composition of refugees and migrants, with Cubans now
the second most common nationality, surpassing both Ecuadorians and Haitians.

In Mexico, there were 712,226 events involving individuals in irregular migration status between
January and June 2024, marking a 194% increase from the same period in 2023. The predominant
nationalities were Venezuelans (28%), Ecuadorians (10%), and Hondurans (9%). However, the first
semester of 2024 saw 43,699 new asylum claims—a 43% decrease compared to the same period
last year—likely influenced by changes in documentation/processing procedures and a reduction
in Haitian applicants. The primary nationalities of asylum seekers were Hondurans (40%), Cubans
(20%), and both Haitians and Salvadorans (8%).

According to multiple data collection initiatives in the region, the primary goal for most individuals
from Panama onwards remains reaching the United States. Mexico is also becoming an increasingly
intended destination, with a smaller percentage aiming for Canada. In the first half of 2024, more
than a million encounters were reported at the U.S. Southwest land border, representing a 3%
decrease compared to the same period in 2023. The primary nationalities included Mexicans (34%),
Guatemalans (9%), Venezuelans (8%), and Cubans (7%). Compared to the same period in 2023,
there has been a notable shift in the nationalities involved in these encounters, with Mexicans and
Guatemalans remaining at the top of the list, now followed by Venezuelans and Cubans instead of
Colombians and Hondurans.

Providing accurate information to those engaged in mixed movements remains a critical priority.
This includes educating them on the risks of irregular movements, the availability of essential
services such as safe shelter spaces along migration routes, access to national asylum processes,
and eligibility for resettlement and other legal pathways. Without this crucial information, individuals
remain vulnerable to deception, are more likely to accept offers from smugglers, and are at greater
risk of extortion, fraud, robbery, and abuse.

Ludina is from Bajo Chiquito, a hard-to-reach indigenous community,
one of the first informal reception points where people arrive after their
journey through the Darien jungle

She took part in a leadership training programme developed by UNHCR
for women to become a community delegates. In this role, Ludina daily
assesses the needs of the community and transmits them to UNHCR
and other relevant authorities. Additionally, she provides information to
refugees and migrants arriving every day to her community and refers
them to the appropriate services.

“With people arriving, it is not easy. Sometimes the community is full of
people, and we can't provide services for all of them. We usually provide
them with a place to sleep. | want to support in any way | can”.

© UNHCR/llaria Rapido Ragozzino



Missing migrants in the Americas

Since IOM began monitoring deaths and disappearances of migrants and people on the move, between 2014 until 30 June 2024, 9,679 cases have been recorded
in the region. Actual figures may be a lot higher as not all deaths are recorded (MMP, 2024).

Total of missing people on the move recorded in the Total of missing people on the move recorded in the
Americas by sex and age group (2020-June 2024) Americas by subregion, sex and age group, (Jan-June 2024)
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Note: All data used is from the Missing Migrants Project database, accessed on 4/30/2024. All MMP data are updated on an ongoing basis, including in some cases retroactively for previous years as new data are reported



Mixed Movements Colombia
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Mixed Movements Panama — Darien
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Mixed Movements Panama
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Mixed Movements Panama

primary destination.
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Mixed Movements Costa Rica
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Mixed Movements Costa Rica
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Mixed Movements Honduras
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Mixed Movements Guatemala
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Mixed Movements Guatemala
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Mixed Movements
Refugees and Migrants presence in Mexico (presentations and referrals)

Refugees and migrants presented and referred
to Mexican Immigration authorities 2022-2024 (Jan-Jun)
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Asylum trends in Mexico
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Asylum-seekers registered
by UNHCR in Mexico from
January to June 2024.

Asylum Applications in Mexico 2020-2024 (Jan - May) (all nationalities)
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2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
Source: COMAR, 2024

Top 10 Asylum applications in Mexico by country of origin in 2024

Honduras
Cuba
Haiti

17,441

El Salvador

Guatemala

NA

Venezuela (Bolivarian Repulic of)
Other countries

Colombia

Nicaragua

Ecuador
Source: COMAR, 2024

Mexico: Asylum-seekers with protection needs registered by UNHCR in 2024

Specific legal and
physical protection needs

Child at risk

6,450

Serious medical condition
Single parent

Disability

Women at risk

SGBV

Unaccompanied or
separated child

Older person at risk
Family unity

Torture

Source: UNHCR, 2024



Mixed Movements Mexico
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none the day before
the interview.

Main protection incidents in the route before arrival

to Mexico (579 people who suffered protection incidents)

36% have regularly skipped
meals or 12% spent whole
days without eating.
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Mixed Movements Mexico South Border
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Main reasons to leave the country of origin 'Main reasons to choose country of destination
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Socioeconomic
conditions

Employment

More favorable

Violence/ general socioeconomic conditions

security situation
y Safety

Political
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Access to
legal protection

Family Family reunification
reunification

Palitical stability

Oth
¢ Other EB¥

Source: Flow Monitoring Surveys in Tapachula.lOM Mexico, April 2024 @



Mixed Movements Mexico North Border
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between April and June 2024.

Countries of origin
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El Salvador W Mexico
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Main reasons to leave the country of origin
(More than one option could be selected)

Main needs (More than one option could be selected)

Insecurity/
violence

Protection
and safety

Socio-economic
conditions

Income generation
and employment

Political
Shelter

reasons
Family Food and
reunification nutrition
Medical
Other assistance

Source: Flow Monitoring Surveys in Ciudad Juarez, IOM Mexico, April 2024 Source: Ciudad Juarez and Tijuana (January - March 2024) Interactive data dashboard on
migrants in transit through the Americas




Land Border Encounters in Southwest in United States
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United States Southwest land border encounters, 2022-2024 301,981

252315 269,735

235785 241,136
207,834
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211,992

206,690
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204,087
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Source: United States (U.S.) Customs and Border Protection (U.S.) Department of Homeland Security.




Returns to Northern Central American countries (El Salvador, Honduras and Guatemala)

€5 79,847

Guatemalans, Hondurans
and Salvadorians were
returned from the United
States, Mexico and other
countries

from January to June 2024.

Returns from Mexico, United States and other countries, 2019-2024 (January - March)

== Returns from Mexico

=== Returns from the United States Total
251,778
[ |
133,058
125,257

||
90,138 93,511

115,062

29,646

=== Returns from other countries

il 13.5%

Increase in total
returns from January |
to June 2024
in comparison to the same i

period in 2023.
Returns by destination country 2023 (jan-dec) vs 2024 (jan-jun)

MW Guatemala
W Honduras
B £ Salvador

Returns Returns
152,095 disaggregation 2023 disaggregation 2024
(January - June)
L] (o)
109,357 65% (52,079)
= Men
79,847 ®
58,122
62,910 22% (17,490)
42,072 Women

(January - December)

01,973 = 16679 ..
o,
3,658 648 2,100 549 666 258 T * 13% (10,278)
- —— = —i- - 20.2 .y Children and adolescents
2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 (jan-jun)

Source: 10M, Unidad de informacién para los paises del norte de Centroamérica Dashboard, 2024.




